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Excerpts

2. ... in speaking of the light of faith, we can almost hear the objections of many of our
contemporaries. In modernity, that light might have been considered sufficient for societies of old,
but was felt to be of no use for new times, for a humanity come of age, proud of its rationality and
anxious to explore the future in novel ways. Faith thus appeared to some as an illusory light,
preventing mankind from boldly setting out in quest of knowledge.
13...Those who choose not to put their trust in God must hear the din of countless idols crying out:
"Put your trust in me!" Faith, tied as it is to conversion, is the opposite of idolatry; it breaks with
idols to turn to the living God in a personal encounter. Believing means entrusting oneself to a
merciful love which always accepts and pardons, which sustains and directs our lives, and which
shows its power by its ability to make straight the crooked lines of our history. Faith consists in the
willingness to let ourselves be constantly transformed and renewed by God’s call. Herein lies the
paradox: by constantly turning towards the Lord, we discover a sure path which liberates us from
the dissolution imposed upon us by idols.
14. In the faith of Israel we also encounter the figure of Moses, the mediator. The people may not
see the face of God; it is Moses who speaks to YHWH on the mountain and then tells the others of
the Lord’s will. With this presence of a mediator in its midst, Israel learns to journey together in
unity. The individual’s act of faith finds its place within a community, within the common "we" of
the people who, in faith, are like a single person — "my first-born son", as God would describe all
of Israel (cf. Ex 4:22). Here mediation is not an obstacle, but an opening: through our encounter
with others, our gaze rises to a truth greater than ourselves. Rousseau once lamented that he could
not see God for himself: "How many people stand between God and me!"[11] … "Is it really so
simple and natural that God would have sought out Moses in order to speak to Jean Jacques
Rousseau?"[12] On the basis of an individualistic and narrow conception of knowledge one cannot
appreciate the significance of mediation, this capacity to participate in the vision of another, this
shared knowledge which is the knowledge proper to love. Faith is God’s free gift, which calls for
humility and the courage to trust and to entrust; it enables us to see the luminous path leading to the
encounter of God and humanity: the history of salvation...
34. The light of love proper to faith can illumine the questions of our own time about truth. Truth
nowadays is often reduced to the subjective authenticity of the individual, valid only for the life of
the individual. A common truth intimidates us, for we identify it with the intransigent demands of
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totalitarian systems. But if truth is a truth of love, if it is a truth disclosed in personal encounter with
the Other and with others, then it can be set free from its enclosure in individuals and become part
of the common good. As a truth of love, it is not one that can be imposed by force; it is not a truth
that stifles the individual. Since it is born of love, it can penetrate to the heart, to the personal core
of each man and woman. Clearly, then, faith is not intransigent, but grows in respectful coexistence
with others. One who believes may not be presumptuous; on the contrary, truth leads to humility,
since believers know that, rather than ourselves possessing truth, it is truth which embraces and
possesses us. Far from making us inflexible, the security of faith sets us on a journey; it enables
witness and dialogue with all.
Nor is the light of faith, joined to the truth of love, extraneous to the material world, for love is
always lived out in body and spirit; the light of faith is an incarnate light radiating from the
luminous life of Jesus. It also illumines the material world, trusts its inherent order and knows that it
calls us to an ever widening path of harmony and understanding. The gaze of science thus benefits
from faith: faith encourages the scientist to remain constantly open to reality in all its inexhaustible
richness. Faith awakens the critical sense by preventing research from being satisfied with its own
formulae and helps it to realize that nature is always greater. By stimulating wonder before the
profound mystery of creation, faith broadens the horizons of reason to shed greater light on the
world which discloses itself to scientific investigation.
Faith and the search for God
35. The light of faith in Jesus also illumines the path of all those who seek God, and makes a
specifically Christian contribution to dialogue with the followers of the different religions. The
Letter to the Hebrews speaks of the witness of those just ones who, before the covenant with
Abraham, already sought God in faith. Of Enoch "it was attested that he had pleased God" (Heb
11:5), something impossible apart from faith, for "whoever would approach God must believe that
he exists and that he rewards those who seek him" (Heb 11:6). We can see from this that the path of
religious man passes through the acknowledgment of a God who cares for us and is not impossible
to find. What other reward can God give to those who seek him, if not to let himself be found? Even
earlier, we encounter Abel, whose faith was praised and whose gifts, his offering of the firstlings of
his flock (cf. Heb 11:4), were therefore pleasing to God. Religious man strives to see signs of God
in the daily experiences of life, in the cycle of the seasons, in the fruitfulness of the earth and in the
movement of the cosmos. God is light and he can be found also by those who seek him with a
sincere heart.
An image of this seeking can be seen in the Magi, who were led to Bethlehem by the star (cf. Mt
2:1-12). For them God’s light appeared as a journey to be undertaken, a star which led them on a
path of discovery. The star is a sign of God’s patience with our eyes which need to grow
accustomed to his brightness. Religious man is a wayfarer; he must be ready to let himself be led, to
come out of himself and to find the God of perpetual surprises. This respect on God’s part for our
human eyes shows us that when we draw near to God, our human lights are not dissolved in the
immensity of his light, as a star is engulfed by the dawn, but shine all the more brightly the closer
they approach the primordial fire, like a mirror which reflects light. Christian faith in Jesus, the one
Saviour of the world, proclaims that all God’s light is concentrated in him, in his "luminous life"
which discloses the origin and the end of history. There is no human experience, no journey of man
to God, which cannot be taken up, illumined and purified by this light. The more Christians
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immerse themselves in the circle of Christ’s light, the more capable they become of understanding
and accompanying the path of every man and woman towards God.
Because faith is a way, it also has to do with the lives of those men and women who, though not
believers, nonetheless desire to believe and continue to seek. To the extent that they are sincerely
open to love and set out with whatever light they can find, they are already, even without knowing
it, on the path leading to faith. They strive to act as if God existed, at times because they realize
how important he is for finding a sure compass for our life in common or because they experience a
desire for light amid darkness, but also because in perceiving life’s grandeur and beauty they intuit
that the presence of God would make it all the more beautiful. Saint Irenaeus of Lyons tells how
Abraham, before hearing God’s voice, had already sought him "in the ardent desire of his heart" and
"went throughout the whole world, asking himself where God was to be found", until "God had pity
on him who, all alone, had sought him in silence". Anyone who sets off on the path of doing good
to others is already drawing near to God, is already sustained by his help, for it is characteristic of
the divine light to brighten our eyes whenever we walk towards the fullness of love.
Faith and the common good
50. In presenting the story of the patriarchs and the righteous men and women of the Old
Testament, the Letter to the Hebrews highlights an essential aspect of their faith. That faith is not
only presented as a journey, but also as a process of building, the preparing of a place in which
human beings can dwell together with one another. The first builder was Noah who saved his family
in the ark (Heb 11:7). Then comes Abraham, of whom it is said that by faith he dwelt in tents, as he
looked forward to the city with firm foundations (cf. Heb 11:9-10). With faith comes a new
reliability, a new firmness, which God alone can give. If the man of faith finds support in the God of
fidelity, the God who is Amen (cf. Is 65:16), and thus becomes firm himself, we can now also say
that firmness of faith marks the city which God is preparing for mankind. Faith reveals just how
firm the bonds between people can be when God is present in their midst. Faith does not merely
grant interior firmness, a steadfast conviction on the part of the believer; it also sheds light on every
human relationship because it is born of love and reflects God’s own love. The God who is himself
reliable gives us a city which is reliable.
51. Precisely because it is linked to love (cf. Gal 5:6), the light of faith is concretely placed at the
service of justice, law and peace. Faith is born of an encounter with God’s primordial love, wherein
the meaning and goodness of our life become evident; our life is illumined to the extent that it
enters into the space opened by that love, to the extent that it becomes, in other words, a path and
praxis leading to the fullness of love. The light of faith is capable of enhancing the richness of
human relations, their ability to endure, to be trustworthy, to enrich our life together. Faith does not
draw us away from the world or prove irrelevant to the concrete concerns of the men and women of
our time. Without a love which is trustworthy, nothing could truly keep men and women united.
Human unity would be conceivable only on the basis of utility, on a calculus of conflicting interests
or on fear, but not on the goodness of living together, not on the joy which the mere presence of
others can give. Faith makes us appreciate the architecture of human relationships because it grasps
their ultimate foundation and definitive destiny in God, in his love, and thus sheds light on the art of
building; as such it becomes a service to the common good. Faith is truly a good for everyone; it is
a common good. Its light does not simply brighten the interior of the Church, nor does it serve
solely to build an eternal city in the hereafter; it helps us build our societies in such a way that they
can journey towards a future of hope. The Letter to the Hebrews offers an example in this regard
when it names, among the men and women of faith, Samuel and David, whose faith enabled them to
"administer justice" (Heb 11:33).
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